Summer research is an intensive learning experience in the laboratory, which is outside the standard curriculum in the biology department.  Students will be challenged intellectually, but will also be responsible for duties normally performed by employees.  This is a paid employed position that comes with a stipend for the project and is not considered an hourly position.  You will be expected to complete the assigned responsibilities by the project along with mentorship by the faculty member.  Therefore it is expected that you will schedule your daily activities in a manner that will maximize your time in the laboratory with the faculty member.  It is also expected that you will be flexible when possible with your schedule and provide notice in advance of any scheduled appointments that may interfere with the timely completion of your project tasks.

Barton Lab Summer Research Expectations:

1. This is a 40+ hours per week fulltime job.  Your responsibilities include: 

a. Completing training on lab safety and responsible conduct of research,

b. following all safety guidelines and training while working in the laboratory,
c. performing experiments in the lab as instructed by the lead scientist, 

d. keeping a detailed laboratory notebook which describes experiments, results, goals, conclusions, and difficulties organized as a daily log of efforts,

e. cleaning the lab and maintaining an organized, safe working environment, 
f. helping to maintain a collegial shared work environment in the laboratory,

g. maintaining instrumentation as needed (including, but not limited to the liquid nitrogen freezer, humidified incubators, and flow cytometer),
h. animal husbandry (7 days a week – see below), 

i. reading background literature (minimum 1-2 papers per week), 

j. writing a brief proposal of activities and goals for the summer,

k. writing a report of activities (see below), 

l. preparing oral presentations for group meetings, department seminar and poster sessions,  

m. participating actively participate in group lab meetings, lead journal club, and present my research at least once during the summer.
2. Start date is May 30, 2017 and end date is July 28, 2017.  Any personal or vacation time must be pre-scheduled in advance and negotiated with the faculty mentor.

3. I know I will have weekend responsibilities including but not limited to animal care and/or tissue culture maintenance.

4. The laboratory is a shared environment and it is important to work collaboratively with others working on similar or unrelated projects.  I accept that I will have cleaning responsibilities in the laboratory and must contribute to a safe laboratory environment.  Failure to comply with either of these expectations may result in loss of my research position.

5. I will behave in a professional manner when in the laboratory AND representing the laboratory at public functions.   
6. At the end of the summer…

a. I must complete a written scientific paper describing the experimental outcomes of my research project that is due before the start of school.  Writing is an iterative process, so drafts of parts of the paper will be turned in for feedback in advance on an agreed upon schedule starting no later than July 10.
b. I must prepare a powerpoint presentation that describes my research project that I will give as a Biology Department Seminar during the fall semester.
c. I will complete the summer research assessment program before August 25th.

d. It is expected that I will also prepare a poster and participate in a poster symposium or research conference at Austin College and/or off campus.

I have read, understand and accept my responsibilities to participate in the Biology Department Summer Research Program. I understand that failure to complete my responsibilities listed above (including cleaning roles within the laboratory community) or behaving in an inappropriate manner may result in an early termination of employment and/or losing the privilege to enroll in another research course with my faculty advisor.
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