Parts of the brain to know:

Brain stem – “old” reptilian part of the brain

Cerebellum – in brain stem, coordinates motor activity

Forebrain – huge in humans, sits on top of the brain stem, two halves (know functions of 

          the halves for most humans)

Cortex – outer wrinkled layer of forebrain

Corpus callosum – bundle of fibers connecting the two halves

Broca’s area, Wernicke’s area – involved in language, speaking and understanding language, 

          both on the left half for most humans

Hippocampus – one on each side, involved in memory and learning

Hypothalamus – located between brain stem and forebrain, regulates drives and actions, one

          substructures is larger in males than in females and smaller in homosexual men than

          in heterosexual men

Amygdala – associated with emotion (including aggression and anger), more active in males

Pituitary gland – receives message from hypothalamus during sexual arousal, and sends

          signal to sexual organs

Glia – cells in the nervous system (including brain) that provide support to neurons

Neurons – 100 billion of them, 3 types: motor sensory, and interneurons (see reading)

          4 parts to each neuron: dendrites (branched, receive input), soma (cell body, contains

          nucleus, can also receive direct input), axon (carries output, generates electrical signal

          near the cell body which is then sent along its length), synaptic terminal (delivers output

          as electric or chemical signal)
Neurotransmitters – chemicals sent as output from synaptic terminal of one neuron to receptors

          in another neuron

Synapse – gap through which neurotransmitters flow

